






















































































































































































Wheatland Regional Sewer Pipeline Project
Initial Study

steel/cement tanks associated with limiting peak flows to OPUD’s system. Two tanks would be
constructed initially, with the remaining tank added as flows increase.

As with the other pump stations, a prefabricated cement or block building would be provided for
the controls. A separate building would also house a 500-kilowatt standby generator and
electrical controls. Because this site is not size constrained, the site would also host the City's
new Public Works corporation yard. As a result of decommissioning of the existing WWTP and
the re-purposing or sale of the site, the City would lose its current base of operations for
wastewater personnel, equipment, and controls. Therefore, the new Public Works corporation
yard would be implemented at the Pump Station 2 site and provide the City with facilities
needed to staff, maintain, and operate the City’s public infrastructure functions. More
specifically, the proposed Public Works corporation yard would house the following staff,
equipment, and materials:

Office space for up to five on-site personnel;

A turnout/conference room;

Office space for control systems for water and wastewater utilities;
Parking for Public Works staff and guests;

Storage for spare parts, roadway signs, and small equipment;
Small equipment repair shop;

Vactor truck dump station and washdown bay;

Public works vehicles and equipment parking/storage;
Photovoltaic (PV) covered parking;

Materials storage bins for aggregate base, sand, and backfill dirt;
Landscaping;

Storm water retention basins; and

Pump Station 2 piping, pumps, odor control, and equalization storage tanks.
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Other site improvements associated with Pump Station 2 would include but not be limited to
paving of areas requiring regular access for servicing and monitoring operations.

Pump Station 3

The general location of Pump Station 3 is at the convergence of SR 65, UPRR, and the U.S.
Government railroad. The proposed site would be located north of the intersection of SR 65 and
Rancho Road..

Pump Station 3 would convey all flows from Pump Station 2, serving as a booster pump station,
without collecting any additional flows from Pump Station 3's immediate surroundings (see
Table 3). All wastewater generated by Wheatland would flow through Pump Station 3 as the
flows are conveyed to OPUD.

Table 3
Flowrates into Pump Station 3
Average Dry Average Peak Peak Peak
Weather Flow | Annual Flows Day Hour Hour
EDUs MGD MGD MGD MGD GPM
Initial 1,520 0.37 0.40 1.13 1.54 1,080
Midpoint 3,500 0.85 0.91 2.52 3.07 2,130
Design 5,500 1.33 1.43 3.75 4.43 3,080
Source: Coastland Civil Engineering and Nexgen Utility Management, 2021.
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The Wheatland General Plan EIR notes that the rural setting of the surrounding region
provides views of open agricultural areas to the south and west and the foothills and
mountains to the west and north, with open space considered by the City as a principal
scenic resource. The Yuba County General Plan notes that the County contains three
distinct regions, each of which contains varying visual resources. The valley floor, in
which the proposed project would be located, provides for views of the Sutter Buttes and
Sierra Nevada foothills as well as views of the rivers and rice fields in the surrounding
areas. Implementation of the proposed sewer pipeline would not result in obscured
views of open space and agriculture in the City or County, as the proposed pipeline
would be installed underground. Additionally, the new pipeline alignment would be
routed along existing paved and dirt roadways to the maximum extent feasible to avoid
environmentally sensitive areas and crop lands.

Limited above-ground structures would be developed as part of the project, namely the
three pump stations, one of which would include colocation of a City corporation yard.
The tallest structures that would be built for the proposed project consist of components
appurtenant to Pump Stations 2 and 3. These structures consist of three 400,000-gallon
partially above-ground storage tanks, maintenance garage, and control building at Pump
Station 2; and potentially a wet well/standpipe at Pump Station 3. The 400,000-gallon
storage tanks at Pump Station 2 would have a diameter of 60-70 feet and be partially
undergrounded such that the above-ground portion of the tanks visible from Spenceville
Road would be approximately 15 feet tall. The maintenance garage and control building
within Pump Station 2 would be approximately 20 feet tall. The wet well/standpipe, if
necessary, at Pump Station 3 would be approximately 25 feet tall and have a diameter of
approximately 10 feet.

While a limited number of rural residences are located near the proposed locations for
Pump Stations 2 and 3, it is important to distinguish between public and private views.
Private views are views seen from privately owned land and are typically viewed by
individual viewers, including views from private residences. Public views are views that
are experienced by the collective public. CEQA (PRC Sections 21000, et seq.) case law
has established that only public views, not private views, are protected under CEQA. As
such, views from nearby private residences would be considered private views, and
analysis of such is not required under CEQA. Views of the above-ground structures from
public locations would be limited to vehicles travelling along City and County roadways
with views of the Pump Station 2 and Pump Station 3 locations, including Spenceville
Road, Jasper Lane, Rancho Road, and SR 65. Speed limits along these roadways vary,
but in all cases, views from these roadways of the Pump Station 2 and Pump Station 3
locations are passing and would continue to be dominated by open agricultural lands
upon completion of the proposed project.

Based on the above, views of open agricultural lands would generally be maintained, as
the new pipeline would be installed underground. However, although limited, views of
Pump Station 2 and Pump Station 3, including those from Spenceville Road, Jasper
Lane, Rancho Road, and SR 65, could be impacted without the inclusion of appropriate
landscaping to screen the structures. Therefore, the proposed project could substantially
degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views of the project site in non-
urbanized areas, and impacts would be considered potentially significant.

Mitigation Measure(s)
Implementation of the following mitigation measures would reduce the above potential
impact to a less-than-significant level.
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